
Essay for American Studies II 
 
The essay should be around 2000 words. You will choose one of the topics below, use the 
material we discussed in class, and two additional sources to write your paper. You will 
need to do at least three citations in your paper. Drafts of the paper are due in class on 
June 14th. Finalized papers are due by midnight of June 23rd. Send them to me by e-
mail (caseywoodling@gmail.com). Each day the paper is late you will lose 1 point 
out of 20).  
 
Topics 
 
1. Describe the promise of the Declaration of Independence. Talk about the history that 

surrounded it and its promise for citizens of a new nation. Next describe how that 
promise went unfulfilled for some categories of Americans. What was the effect of 
the promise going unfulfilled? What this justified or unjustified? 

 
2. Describe the significance of the American Frontier in shaping the American mind. 

Talk about Frederick Jackson Turner here. Also, describe the connection between the 
American Frontier and the current level of guns in America. What is your view on 
gun rights? Explain and give reasons that support your view.  

 
3. Explain American heritage of abundance. Talk about how the country became so rich. 

Explain its wealth in relation to Madagascar. Explain Singer’s argument for the 
conclusion that Americans should share their wealth. Is it a good argument or bad 
argument? Explain your view.   

 
4. Compare and contrast the notion of family in America and Madagascar. Explain each 

notion and then describe their similarities and differences. Explain the pros and cons 
(the strengths and weakness of each conception).  

 
5. Compare and contrast the notion of education in America and Madagascar. Explain 

each notion and then describe their similarities and differences. Explain the pros and 
cons (the strengths and weakness of each conception).  

 
  


