
	

	

Essay assignment: You will write on one of the topics below. You should use at least 
two outside sources. Your essay should be between 1500 and 2000 words.  You 
choose one of the topics to write on. A draft is due by June 16th. The final version is 
due to me by June 23rd. You will lose a point (out of 20) for each day it is late.  
 

1. Discuss how the six core values have changed over time in America. Explain and 
discuss the following issues.  
• The values divide about economic and basic rights. Discuss the liberal and 

conservative views here on economic rights. Discuss some of the concrete 
issue where this debate plays out.  

• Issues involved in realizing equality of opportunity in the US. Be sure to 
discuss affirmative action here.  

• The status of the American Dream. Will hard work still get you material wealth 
in the US? 
 

2. Religious pluralism prevails in the US. Explain religious pluralism and how it 
related to cultural pluralism. Discuss the trends and demographics in religion in 
America. What will the religious landscape look like in 50 years in America? Will 
this change be a change for the better or a change for the worse.  

 
3. America has strong laws against discrimination. Explain these laws, especially 

those that were achieved in the Civil Rights Era. Explain the American Paradox 
(as discussed in Chapter 8) as well. What can be done to make the ideal of 
integration and assimilation in the US more of a reality for people of all races? 
Offer some ideas here on how to combat segregation in the US. 

 
4. Explain the basic philosophy behind the founding of the US government. What is 

the vision for life behind the Constitution and Bill of Rights? What is the basic 
philosophy behind the three branches of government? What were they designed 
to do? Explain how the social programs of the New Deal and the Great Society 
shaped how Americans see individual freedom. Talk about the current role of 
special interest in politics and the divisions in American politics today.  

 
 


